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Gözde Ilkin, Hush Money (Detail), 2015

Gözde Ilkin – Kara Mülk / Stained Estate

11th September – 17th October 2015

I moved in a flat in downtown Istanbul in November 2014. Windows faced the Taksim Emergency Hospital that has a memory stretching back to pre-Republican times. Demolition of the hospital started under the process of “renovation” two weeks after I moved in. The estate was transformed, for me, into a space within my flat; almost a screen, a display window continuously imposed on me. I recorded the demolition panaroma for four months. 

The Hospital, the place of birth and death, became ground zero. Calling to mind the “Phantom Limb Syndrome,” thus, the aching of a cut limb no longer existing and its continuous painful sensation, I started thinking about the pain of memory(lessness), reminiscent of urban settings displaced and destroyed by “renovation.”

Affected by Umut Yıldırım’s writing titled “Rust,” I focused on the residue of rust which gradually destroys objects (metal) and organic life  (plants) that it touches. Rust became paint as the signifier of absent presence. 

I started experimenting with this idea and images on piece of stained fabric that I found.  Works I realized by stitching rusty fabric around an unknown form make figures in contact with stain. Video-recordings of the location keep company to the series. 

I thank to Barış Özgür for his kind contribution. Video-editing was realized by wonderful Çiçek Kahraman. 
Gözde Ilkin
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